
Presidentõs Message Arlene Bandy 

Ambassadors Whoop It Up  

in Calgary Mark Dryer

Dear Friends, 

 As the outbound exchange 

director for our recent ex-

change to Calgary, Canada, I 

have pleasure in reporting that 

the exchange was a resounding 

success and I think I speak for 

all the Ambassadors in stating 

that a wonderful good time 

was enjoyed by all of us. 

 The ambassadors all made 

their own way to the host city 

and the exchange formally 

started on Thursday June 19 

with a tour of the city of Cal-

gary, a box lunch at the Devo-

nian Gardens and a tour of the 

Grain Academy. The day cul-

minated with a welcome din-

ner at the Inglewood Golf and 

Curling Club, where we were 

entertained by a poetry recital 
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The Ambassador 
Special points of in-

terest:  

Next meeting is June 20, 

the annual picnic, hosted 

by Babs Fickes.  See the 

article on page 2 for 

more information. 

Inbound Exchange from 

Germany is September 

20-27.  Bob Schwagerl - 

ED.   

International Conference 

in Gold Coast, Australia 

is Oct. 2-5. 

Mid-Atlantic Regional 

Conference April 3-5, 

2009  at Long Beach 

Island, NJ. 

2009 Inbound from New 

Zealand in September.  

Babs Fickes - ED 

2009 Outbound to Japan 

Nov.  11-17 coinciding 

with the International 

Conference Nov. 19 - 22 

in Okinawa. 

2009 Mid-Atlantic Re-

gional conference April 3

-5, 2009. 
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Inside this issue:  

Mission:  To promote global un-

derstanding across the barriers 

that separate people 

Values:  Mutual Respect ð Cul-

tural Diversity ð Cultural Explora-

tion ð Service 

Slogan:  Changing the Way You 

See the World 

Tagline:  Explore ð Understand ð 

Serve 

Included in the packet was the 

2007 Annual Report.  òFriendship 

on Six Continents:  Clubs in more 

than 50 countries.ò 

 

contõd page 3... 

 The Club recently re-

ceived an exciting packet from 

Friendship Force International 

with a cover letter by George 

Brown, President.  Quoted 

below are some of the high-

lights: 

 

As of June 1, FFI has a new look 

and a new mission statement.  

This is a central part of our òre-

branding effort.  A designer was 

hired to create a new logo which 

is abstract.  In other words, it can 

convey different things to differ-

ent people; it can be the six conti-

nents; or doves of peace; or peo-

ple; some even see hands.  Or, it 

can be simply a sparkle of color 

that will help us capture the at-

tention of potential new members 

One of the goals of our new stra-

tegic plan is for Friendship Force 

to òGet Worldõs Attention.ó  For 

too long, we have been a best 

kept secret.  On June 16 our new 

website will be launched and by 

mid July weõll have a new bro-

chure.  By the end of July youõll be 

provided guidelines on how to 

customize the new logo for your 

club. 

from Robbie Robertson, re-

tired RCMP, and all the hosts 

introduced their ambassadors 

to the assembly. The ambassa-

dors were myself and Marga-

ret; Arlene and Dick Bandy; 

Patsy and Walt O'Connell; 

Cheryl and Mel Kasper; Lynda 

and Chuck Johnson; Cel and 

Gary Ziemer; Vicki and Don 

Inscho (from Etters, near Har-

risburg, PA); and our gracious 

Secretary David Lea. As ex-

pected of Friendship Force 

members all of our hosts were 

charming and friendly. 

 The second full day was 

spent at the Calgary Zoo and  

we had the opportunity to 

meet a baby gorilla (not a 

member of FFI), lions, tigers, 

contõd page 2é 

FFC Member participates 

in Humanitarian Exchange 
Dale Walden 

 On February 17 I flew to 

Bogota Colombia and joined 

an all-Florida FFI exchange.  

The Bogota FFI Club is  very 

large  and the members were 

very enthusiastic in showing us 

their country.  They hired 

buses with English speaking 

guides and thus we were able 

to see many sites within 300 

miles of  Bogota.  Following 

this exchange, some of us then 

flew to Cartagena (along with 

the FFI Club president) for a 

few days to visit the seashore 

and the outstanding Old City. 

 

 From February 27 to March 

6 I traveled through Panama 

and Costa Rica alone. 

Contõd page 4...   
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giraffes, camels and countless 

other exotic beasts. The eve-

ning was spent with our home 

hosts. 

    The next day was a "free" 

day followed by small (home) 

dinners in the evening. 

    The following day (Sunday) 

was also more or less "free" 

although many of us visited 

Spruce Meadows which "is 

now rated as the No. 1 eques-

trian show jumping facility in 

the world" and we saw a great 

exhibition of show jumping 

followed by a glass of beer at 

the local Pub. 

    On Monday we visited 

Saskatoon Farm where we had  

lunch and in the afternoon we 

were introduced to the bees 

of Chinook Honey Company. 

... Calgary Exchange  (contõd) 

    The following morning was 

free (some of us went shop-

ping) and then in the afternoon 

we met at the Springbank 

Community Center for the 

Farewell Party & BBQ Dinner. 

After the dinner we were en-

tertained by a square-dancing 

performance from our hosts 

and sundry good words from 

both hosts and ambassadors. 

    The next day saw the de-

parture of the ambassadors - 

some to destinations unknown 

(they can tell you whence) - 

and eleven of us joined a group 

of thirty others for an eight-

day bus tour of the Canadian 

Rockies. We started in Cal-

gary, then drove south to Wa-

terton, crossed the border into 

Montana, back for the night to 

Waterton, then north to Banff, 

Lake Louise, up the Bow River 

and up the Icefields Parkway to 

Jasper where we stayed for two 

nights. After leaving Jasper we 

stopped at the Athabasca Gla-

cier where we walked on the 

ice, and then drove back to Cal-

gary from whence we flew back 

to Virginia. 

    All in all it was a wonderful 

climax to our memorable ex-

change with our friends in Cal-

gary. 

As always, IN FRIENDSHIP 

Mark Dryer 

Robbie Roberts entertained 

us with his recitation of 

Cowboy Poetry  

�7�K�H�U�H�·�V���D���Q�H�Z���V�K�H�U�U�L�I�I���L�Q��

town!  

Calgary hosts prepare a western 

style barbeque  
Hosts and ambassadors enjoy a day on the 

farm  

Date:  Sunday, July 20 

Time:  3:00 p.m. 

Place:  Don and Babs, 51 Out 

of Bounds Rd, Lake Monticello 

 

 Activities to include a boat 

ride parade organized by Mel 

and Cheryl.  Call 589-6148 

after July 1 if you can volunteer 

your boat.  If you have a flag 

from another country or state, 

please bring it for the paradeñ

we will also use our Friendship 

Force banner. 

 4:30 Socializing and a 

short meeting:  If Dale returns 

from her recent trip in time, 

she has been asked to share 

some of her humanitarian/

service FF trip information.   

 6:00 Dinner:  The Club 

will provide chicken for mem-

bers (if you are bringing a 

guest(s), please indicate how 

many when you make reserva-

tions and plan to pay $2.00 a 

FFC Annual Picnic  Bill Smith, Social Committee 

The Calgary Club recently 

returned from an Outbound 

Exchange to Koriyama, Japan 

and raved about the experi-

ence.  Now is the time to plan 

on visiting Japan in 2009! 

guest for the chicken.   

 Please reserve by replying 

to Kathy Saurman 589-3456 or 

e-mail fsaurman@comcast.net 

by Monday, July 14.  Let her 

know what you are bringing 

(enough for 12 servings); appe-

tizer/starch/vegetable/salad/

dessert.  Babs and Don will 

provide non-alcoholic drinks; 

members should plan to bring 

any adult beverages. 

 

Call Bill Smith (589-5924) if 

you need access to the Lake.  

 

Thanks to the planning com-

mittee:  Babs, Patti, Cel, Kathy, 

and Cheryl. 


